
 

The Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation, a part of 
the Gwinnett County Public Schools Founda-
tion, is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable or-
ganization dedicated to providing financial 
resources in order to enrich and enhance the 
education of Ferguson Elementary students. A 
board of Trustees consisting of the principal 
of Ferguson Elementary, members of Mrs. 
Ferguson’s family, a parent of Ferguson Ele-
mentary, and community members govern the 
Foundation.   

I am Julie Peyton and I was named principal of Ferguson Elementary School 
on January 12, 2012 after Joe Ahrens, former principal, was appointed Area 
Superintendent. February 10, 2012 was my first official day and was also 
the day of the Dartha B. Foundation Father Daughter Dance. It was a great 
start to my year at Ferguson. The fathers and daughters were dressed up 
and shared a night of fun! The Foundation has added so much to the school 
as you will read in this article. I am thrilled to be a part of this school family. 
Sherry Ferguson serves on the board of the foundation and is also a school 
counselor here at Ferguson Elementary. She is an asset to the school and 
her leadership is very much appreciated.  

Dartha B Ferguson  

History of Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation  
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Principal’s Spotlight 

By: Julie Peyton  
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Ferguson Elementary “The School of Dreams” 

Information on Foundation Sponsored Events at Ferguson Elementary  

About Mrs. Ferguson  
  Ferguson Elementary, located at 1755 Centerview Drive, is named in 
memory of Dartha B. Ferguson. Mrs. Ferguson was a lifelong resident 
of Gwinnett County, graduating from Norcross High School in 1938. 
Mrs. Ferguson earned a Bachelor’s Degree and a Master’s of Educa-
tion from The University of Georgia, then went on to a long and dis-
tinguished career(33 years) as a teacher and professional school coun-
selor at Norcross High School.  Mrs. Ferguson was a mother of two 
sons and had five grandchildren.  She loved gardening and was a 
member of Norcross United Methodist Church  

crafts.    

    The second event was a 
Daddy Daughter dance held in 
February.  Over 200 dads and 
daughter attended the dance.  
Daughters were treated to a 
night of dancing with their dad.  
Students dressed up in their 
best dresses and each girl re-
ceived a commemorative  silk 

The Dartha B. Ferguson Foun-
dation sponsored two school 
events  during the 2011-2012 
school year.  The first event 
was a Trick or Treat Night in 
October.  Over 400 students 
and their family members came 
to Ferguson Elementary to 
trick or treat and participate in 
Halloween games and arts and 

rose at the end of the evening.  
A wonderful time was had by 
all who attended and each 
daughter left the dance with a 
huge smile on their face.   
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The first of 4 main objectives of the  
Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation for 
the 2011-2012 school year was to 
support Ferguson Elementary’s 
Care Team.  The purpose of a 
school’s Care Team is to provide  
assistance to families in need.  The 
Ferguson Elementary Care Team 
provided assistance to numerous 
families throughout the school year.   

    Families of Ferguson Elementary  
were helped in a variety of ways 
through out the school year. The 
Care Team paid utility bills, bought 
groceries for families, assisted with 

rent, and bought clothes and shoes 
for students.   

The second objective of the foun-
dation was a teacher grant pro-
gram.  This was a new program for 
the 2011-2012 school year.  Teach-
ers wrote grants which not only 
provided positive incentives for 
students, but also enhanced the 
learning environment.  The founda-
tion filled 5 grant requests during 
the year.  The foundation 1) sup-
ported 5th grade celebration; 2) 
provided money for T-Shirts for 
the “Mighty Mustangs” (a positive 

behavior group for 5th grade stu-
dents); 3) purchased over $700.00 
worth of books for summer reading 
programs; 4) sponsored a holiday 
activity for a school wide positive 
behavior group; and 5) bought ice 
cream for students who received 
100 % on the end of the year math 
“Big 20” assessment.  The founda-
tion board hopes to expand the 
teacher grant program for the 2012
-2013 school year.  

the school year students and teach-
ers could stop by the school supply 
closet to stock up on needed school 
supplies.  Glue Sticks, Crayons, 
Markers, Scissors, 3 ring binders, 
Pencils, and Pencils cases were 
popular items.  Books bags were 
another item hugely popular with 
students.  Elementary school stu-
dents are rough on book bags and 
always left the school supply closet 

The fourth objective of the Dartha 
B.Ferguson Foundation was to pro-
vide school supplies to students 
throughout the year.  In August, the 
Foundation raised money and pur-
chased school supplies for students 
in need.  The Foundation partnered 
with several local business to spon-
sor a school supply drive in order to 
stock a school supply closet housed 
at Ferguson Elementary.  During 

with a huge smile on their face after 
receiving a new book bag.   

years the foundation has purchased 
289 books.  Students used these 
books on a daily basis to enrich 
their learning in the classroom and 
to enhance their reading skills.  The 
new books were a huge hit with 
the Ferguson Elementary students 
who continually asked “Do we have 
any news books available for check-
out?”.  

The third objective of the Dartha B. 
Ferguson Foundation was to pur-
chase library books for the school’s 
media center.  This was the second 
year the foundation has focused on 
purchasing library books for the 
school media center.  For the 2011-
2012 school year the Dartha B. 
Ferguson Foundation donated 118 
library bound books to Ferguson 
Elementary.  Over the last two 

Library Books  

School Supplies and Other Projects.   

Scott Ferguson and Sherry Ferguson 

in front of Dartha B. Ferguson 

Foundation Heritage Cabinet.  



I am pleased to make a 
gift to the Dartha B. Fer-
guson Foundation Fund, 
in the amount of 
$__________________ 

________Cash Donation  

_________Donation by 
enclosed check( Please 
make checks payable to 
Dartha B. Ferguson Foun-
dation Fund or Gwinnett 
County Public Schools 
Foundation Fund, Inc list-
ing Ferguson Elementary 
in memo line).  

 

Donor:____________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________ 

——————————————————————— 

City/State/Zip:__________________ 

—————————————————–—————- 

Email:_________________________ 

______________________________ 

Phone Number:_________________ 

_______________________________ 

 

___________Donate Via 
the Gwinnett County Pub-
lic School Foundation 
Website http://www.gcps-
foundation.org.  Select 
Make a Donation , then 
Give Today and make sure 
to select the Dartha B. Fer-
guson Foundation under 
program designation.   

 

1755 Centerview Drive  

Duluth, GA 30096 

Phone: 678-245-5481 

Fax: 678-245-5448 

E-Mail:  Sherry_Ferguson@Gwinnett.K12.GA.US 

Mrs. Ferguson truly loved working with children, and 
watching her make a difference in the life of every 
child she taught inspired so many  people.  The gener-
ous support of so many of my Grandmother’s former 
students, the faculty and staff of Ferguson Elementary, 
community business, and community members have  
made it possible for the Dartha B. Ferguson Founda-
tion to support and enrich the lives of the teachers and 
students of Ferguson Elementary.  Please join the 
Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation, faculty and staff of 
Ferguson Elementary, and the Ferguson family in con-
tinuing Mrs. Ferguson’s legacy by your continued sup-
port of the Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation. With your 
help we are able to make a difference in the life of a 
child and together we can make a difference in the 
lives of each and every student at Ferguson Elemen-
tary.   

On behalf of the Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation Exec-
utive Board, I would like to extent a heartfelt thank you 
for your generous support.  I look forward to your con-
tinued support as we strive to make Ferguson Elemen-
tary “The School Of Dreams” 

Dartha B.Ferguson Elementary  

Support the Dartha B. Ferguson Foundation  

Board Members: Sherry Ferguson , 

Scott Ferguson and Lillian Webb  


